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Eroding Faith

Pastor Donald Shoots

Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. For I am jealous over you with
godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I
fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from
the simplicity that is in Christ. II Corinthians 11:1-3
With the flow of information, it is easy to note the ever-increasing presence of darkness on earth. To be able
to intelligently describe the tell-tail statistics of sin and rebellion towards God is now not a hard thing. However, to
know those statistics and descriptions of a chaotic world and yet, not consider its affect upon the men and women
of faith in Christ is a great concern.

All things are subject to its environment unless
it has some element to protect itself from it.
When we consider the core of who we are as Christians, we see the battle and the attacks against our faith
in Christ, and yet it is so subtle. It is often caused by the fact that we have and continue to become more and more
a byproduct of our environment. Satan’s Introduction to “another gospel” is as old as humanity itself. It is one thing
to calculate the facts of the pressing darkness, yet another to admit its altering force upon us.
•

In 1830 Mormonism had six converts to its belief system. By 1982 it rose to over five million, and around
8 million in 1994.

•

A pew study of American Evangelical churches showed that nearly sixty percent of responders said,
“Other religions could lead to eternal life.”

•

There have been 1,100 religious leaders in different parts of the world in the last 50 years who claimed
to be Christ and the Savior of the world. *** (These are considered outdated statistics.)

These facts and statistics would be one thing if they were all on the outside. Sadly, they are not! If we are
not careful, the world still has an impact on what degree we believe and what we believe. The kingdom of this world
constantly challenges the truths of God in us. The world is drawing attention to concerns that many congregations
are standing knee deep in, but seem not to take to heart.

One afternoon in 1965, Daniel Waswa of Kenya struggled up a hill and was crucified by his wife, by his
instructions. As he hung on the cross, he told the crowd, “I am dying for the sins of all Kenyans.” Some still make
the pilgrimage and ask Daniel Waswa to forgive them of their sins. Absurd? Not hardly! The world is having a
terrible effect on what we call the full-gospel church. Have we forgotten that it was the three Hebrew children
who came out of the fire, not the world? Have we forgotten that it was Daniel who came out of the lion’s den,
not ISIS? That it was Israel who crossed the Red Sea, not the Egyptians? Somewhere along the way we have lost
sight and lost hold of the reality that we serve an All-powerful God, All-wise God, and All-knowing God.
In Genesis 4, Cain and Abel planted a seed for all humanity. Cain told the church world it could offer
an unacceptable offering to a Holy God. Now that same disrespect towards God has reached unbelievable
proportions. Cain had little respect towards a Holy God and little respect for the altar. It is now showing in
churches across the world, and as a result, they are closing the doors as you are reading this message. Why
are we shocked when people drag their cheap and diseased sacrifice to the altar? It is one thing to ask for
repentance, and another to cram unholy carelessness in the face of God. Cain laid the ground-work for letting
it be acceptable to bring God whatever you want. That is not what the Word of God says. The sacrifice is to be
“holy and acceptable” (Romans 12:1). Cain told the church world, Give God anything you want to; it will be alright.
That is not true!
The fundamental teaching of Scientology is that “man is basically good.” This is not what the Bible tell
us. Romans 3:10 corrects that with “none righteous, no not one.” I am convinced that today’s modern churches
want to take the laver out of the temple! (II Kings 16:17) The Laver bothers people that are self-righteous. The altar, the Bible, and the Holy Ghost bothers those who are not walking in the Spirit. Man is not
“basically good.” When I met Christ, I was lost and undone, blind, dead in trespasses and sin,
and I needed a Holy God to save me! Every day I live knowing that I have to have God. He is my
righteousness! I see it across the religious system, and it doesn’t matter if you are talking about
social drinking, X-rated movies or gambling. All of that is said to be okay; you are a good person.
“Come out from among the world,” Jesus said, “and be a separate people” (II Corinthians 6:17). I
didn’t say that; the inspired infallible Word of God said that!

Will He Fi

In our world today we clearly see the “worship of self.” This was introduced in Genesis 3, as the seed was
put in motion. Now men love themselves more than they love God, and this has invited a world of trouble. This
message is about Eroding Faith, and I am telling you why this is happening. Through the process of time, scientologists have convinced a thousand Pentecostals that everybody is good, and you don’t have to go to church.
The Bible tells us, “fail not the assembling of yourselves together.” (Hebrews 10:25) There is a voice out there that
says it is not necessary, so we shut the doors of the church unless we have a concert. Genesis 3:6 opened the
door for religious people to make their own judgments and ignore the words of a Holy God. After a while, the
Pastor can’t feed the flock anymore because another gospel has filled their bellies. Eve opened the door for all
religious people to make their own judgments and ignore the words of a Holy God.
“Become as gods” becomes greater as we reach Romans 1:25. “[They] worshipped and served the
creature more than the creator.” It began in Genesis 3 as satan said, “you will become as gods.” We move on
through several thousand years to see this truth has blossomed. They are worshipping the creature more than
the creator with no slowing of pace prior to the rapture. The seed Eve planted in the minds of a million people is
now being lived out! Humanism was birthed here as well, not in the 20th century! The religious world is screaming
what it no longer believes, and is screaming what it now believes. Why do we continue to be shocked? Just watch
the life; it is screaming by its attitude, dress, lack of faithfulness, what it no longer believes, and what it now
believes. Matthew 22:42 brings all men and nations
to this one thing “What think ye of Christ; whose son
is He?” John 8:24 says “If ye believe not that I am He,
ye shall die in your sins.” Here we see God bringing it
all back to the core of Christianity: our faith! I meet

Pastor’s can’t feed the flock anymore because
another gospel has filled their bellies!

many people, moral people, who don’t drink, smoke, lie, cheat or
steal, who wear their morality like a badge of honor. Sadly, there
are millions of people who live moral lives, but they will go to hell
because the blood of Jesus has never been applied to their life.
Jesus said, “ye must be born again!” I am talking about that which
wars against our faith. We were once people who believed in the
impossible. We believed God could do anything, and we waited on
Him to do it. Something has happened! The world has taken its toll on the way we think, act, and believe. The
world has taken its toll on our faith!

Faith does not stand alone – it is
hinged to someone and something!

I Kings 18:21 says, “And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions?
If the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.” Here in
the same field are Baal worshippers and the Jehovah worshippers. The point of this verse focuses on opinions.
My opinion, your opinion, their opinion, but a great need for a “thus saith the Lord.” At one time it was TRUTH, it
was a “thus saith the Lord,” and we stood on the rock of ages. We believed God before we ever believed anyone
else. “How long halt ye between two opinions?” It is opinions now, on both sides. I don’t expect better out of the
Baal worshippers, but now even the worshipper of Jehovah have turned to their opinions! What is your opinion
about going to church? What is your opinion about the preacher? What is your opinion about the Bible? What
is your opinion about fasting and praying? What is your opinion about anointing with oil? What is your opinion
about the Holy Ghost? At the end of the day, our faith is suffering. The day will come that our faith is all we will
have, and on that day if we don’t have faith, pleasing God is over!

ind Faith?

I Kings 18:24 “And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD:
and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It
is well spoken.” All men are religious to some degree. One of the Ten Commandments says,
“Thou shalt have none other gods before me.” (Dt 5:7) Why would God Almighty put that in
the Bible for us? Because there is a god on every corner waiting for you to bow. You may
have become a god unto yourself. Nobody can do it like you can, and nobody has what you have, leads men to
worship themselves. I have seen people worship vehicles. There is a god bidding for your affection, bidding for
your attention, bidding for your worship,
time and talents. God the Father said,
don’t do it! “Have NO OTHER gods before
you!”
Acts
17:18,
“Then
certain
philosophers of Epicureans, and of the
Stoicks, encountered him. And some said,
What will this babbler say? Other some,
He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange
gods: because he preached unto them Jesus,
and the resurrection.” The philosophers
and stoicks had the tenacity and brass to
approach the Holy Men of God; A man
born out of due season, an apostle of God!
The philosophers were not intimidated
nor embarrassed. It didn’t bother them to
approach the apostle Paul and say, what
you are living, what you are saying, what
you are preaching, is not right. Wow, the
audacity of these philosophers! Now the
mounting questions about Jesus and the

resurrection. You have to believe someone overheard that conversation. Some weak Christian in the church
heard the philosophers, the big dogs in the seminary, questioning the apostle Paul. Questioning his message about
Jesus, and how He rose from the dead.
In Matthew 7:15-23 Jesus announced the trial and tribulations of the challenge from false prophets and false
Christs. In essence, He said, BEWARE! Why beware? It will damage your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Mark 11:22
says “Have faith in God.” Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “I live by the faith of the Son of God.” Pure Faith is not mind-overmatter or a repeated philosophy, but belief in the whole of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
A Holy God – A spotless Savior – A Power of the Spirit. My faith is not blind nor accidental. Why do you say mind-overmatter? It is sorrowful when you see people who were once Pentecostal sitting in a transcendental meditation class.
There was a time we had faith and were not moved by much. Faith does not stand alone – it is hinged to someone
and something! Mine is in Jesus, and His inspiried, Infallable Word!
Romans 8:37 “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.” Serve God
long enough, and you will come to lonely, lonely times. I said, “serve God” with all of your heart, soul, mind and
strength, and you will come to a loneliness that you couldn’t describe if you knew all the words in the English
language. There will come a time that it is our faith that overcomes it all. Daniel was alone in the lion’s den. Joseph
was alone in the pit, and somewhere you will find yourself alone too. What you have there is the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost and it’s then that you say I am “more than conquerors through Him that loved us.” Say it there!
This verse is not for religious men to recite and use to flash their biblical knowledge, BUT rather a confidence, a
persuasion, belief, a trust, a settled point of divine truth!!! There WILL come a place where all you have is your faith,
and if the devil has shredded it, warped it, confused it or misled, you are in grave danger. If we don’t have faith, we
are dead! At the pinnacle of your darkest day, the power of every Christian is their faith. “Faith is the victory that
overcomes the world.” Don’t you know the devil knows that too?
Luke 18:8 “Nevertheless, when the son of man cometh shall he find faith on the earth.” This is God’s
last concern with His church. Will He find faith? When Jesus returns will you still believe that He is the Son of God?
Will you still believe He rose from the dead? Do you still believe His promise when he said, “I go to prepare a place
for you?” What has bled into your thoughts and spirit to believe Jesus as you once did? People? Situations? The
worldliness of the day? Satan is after YOUR faith. That dark day WILL come, and the only way you are getting out is if
your faith has survived the onslaught of an anti-christ world. BELIEVE GOD!

The last thing the Spirit of God said to me concerning this message is this:
“There are things I want to do for you, but you must believe in me first.”
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The purpose of this publication is to benefit those truly seeking to follow Jesus Christ. If you or someone you know
would be encouraged and strengthened by receiving these Full-Gospel messages, please contact us at:
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